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December 2020 
Trestle Board 

St. John’s Lodge No. 1 
Portsmouth, NH 



The Master’s Message 
 
 
Brethren, 
 
Well another Masonic year has come and gone and it was definitely a 
challenging one.   With all of the Covid restrictions and the inability to 
meet for a few months, it was certainly not the year I was expecting to 
have in the East.  
 
Regardless of all that, I am very proud of all the officers, committee 
members, Association members, and regular members who were able to 
participate in lodge.  
 
We were able to do some very good degree work and conduct the regular 
business of the lodge. We also have some candidates that we are currently 
working with.  
 
I sincerely miss all of the brethren who are not able to attend lodge due to 
the pandemic. At some point this will all pass and we will meet upon the 
level again!  
 
It has been an honor to serve as your Worshipful Master this year.  
 
I wish you all a prosperous and HEALTHY New Year! 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Worshipful Jason DeStasio 
Worshipful Master 

 

Thomas W. Haslam, PM 
Secretary 

stjohnstom@comcast.net 
603-498-7205 

Jason DeStasio 
Worshipful Master 

jason.destasio@gmail.com 
(603) 918-7110 

Contact  
Information: 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
 
Brethren – Your $130.00 2021 dues notice was 
sent out in late October and are due by 
December 31, 2020.  
 
To date more than half of the members have paid 
their dues and we appreciate it.  
 

Please take the time now to send your dues payment to:  
 

St. John’s Lodge #1, 
351 Middle Street 

Portsmouth, NH 03801  
Attn: Secretary.  

 
Thank you.  

 
Brother Thomas W. Haslam 

Secretary 

Lodge of Sorrows 2020 – St. John’s Lodge #1, Portsmouth, NH 
 
It is with sadness that we report the following members have passed from 
Labor to Refreshment this year. They will be honored during our Lodge 
of Sorrows at our Stated Communication in December.  

 
Richard Irvin Morrill (60 Year Member) 
Initiated   January 9, 1952 
Passed    February 6, 1952 
Raised    March 12, 1952   
Labor to Refreshment  June 18, 2020 
 
Edward Harry Fillmore (50 Year Member) 
Initiated   March 19, 1969 
Passed    April 23, 1969 
Raised    June 11, 1969  
Labor to Refreshment  May 19, 2020 
 
Ralph Chapman Craig  (70 Year Member) 
Initiated   February 8, 1950 
Passed    March 8, 1950 
Raised    April 14, 1950 
Labor to Refreshment  November 1, 2020 
 



Continued from page 5………… 
 
He then worked for E. F. Sike, Co. as a bookkeeper, a position he held 
for many years.  He worked in the manufacture of soap and later in his 
career, worked as an accounting clerk with the Walpole Rubber 
Company.  He died on March 29, 1913 in Walpole, Massachusetts; he 
was 65 years old.  His son in-law, William Entwistle, continued to be an 
active citizen of the seacoast and among other things, was a Past Exalted 
Ruler of Portsmouth Lodge, No. 97, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks; and the first Commander of Henry L. Richards Camp, No. 13, 
Division of New Hampshire, Sons of Veterans.  William and his wife 
Bertha had two daughters, Miss Florene Barri Entwistle (1903 – 1940) 
and Mrs. Frances (Entwistle) Hutchings (1906 – 1968) who was married 
to Richard Jasper Hutchings (1902 – 1992).  William’s wife, Bertha, died 
on January 22, 1932; she was 62 years old.  William died on August 4, 
1935; he was 71 years old.  They are both buried in the South Cemetery 
in Portsmouth along with their daughter, Florene, and their son in-law, 
Floron.  There were several members of the Masonic fraternity identified 
in this story and all of them were members of St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, in 
Portsmouth.  The first of them to join our Lodge was Andrew McClary, a 
major in the First New Hampshire Regiment who was killed on June 17, 
1775 at the Battle of Bunker Hill; Andrew was Raised on March 3, 1774.  
Next was Frank Jones, the statesman, brewmaster and hotel owner who 
was Raised on June 9, 1854.  Frank’s older brother, Hiram Jones, was 
next, and I need to confirm his dates.  Captain George W. Tucker, the 
merchant at Union Wharf, was next to be Raised, on October 3, 1866.  
Then came Charles A. Sinclair, the businessman, railroad president and 
hotel owner, who was Raised on December 26, 1877.   Floron Barri, the 
accountant and father of Bertha Entwistle, was next to be Raised on 
October 7, 1879.  Then came Thomas Entwistle, the Portsmouth city 
marshal, who was Raised on January 19, 1881.  Following Thomas, came 
his sons, William Thomas Entwistle, the young hotel owner and Deputy 
U.S. Marshal, who was Raised on October 16, 1889 and his brother, 
Albert Henry Entwistle, who was Raised on January 3, 1900.  Finally, 
there was Richard Jasper Hutchings of Kittery, who was married to 
Frances Entwistle, and was Raised on June 29, 1966.   

 
 
 

Alan M. Robinson, PM 
     Historian 

 
 

Stated Communication 
Annual Meeting and Election of Officers 

Wednesday, December 2, 2020 
(4:45—SJMA Meeting) 

(Dinner 6:00, Meeting 7:00) 
Dinner—Prime Rib (Free) 

Reservation link— http://evite.me/KsRAWdvFxj   .          
Officer dress—Business Suit 

 
St. John’s Lodge No. 1 Installation of Officers 

Saturday, December 5, 2020 
2:00PM—Light refreshments to follow 

 
December 25, 2020—Merry Christmas! 
December 31, 2020—Happy New Year! 

 
Other Dates 

 
St. Andrew’s Lodge No. 56 Installation of Officers 

Sunday, December 6, 2020 
2:00PM—Light refreshments to follow 

 
St. Andrew’s Lodge Stated Communication 

Monday, December 14, 2020 
(Dinner 6:00, Meeting 7:00) 

 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31   

December 2020 



St. John’s Lodge                                         Historical Sketch 
 

The Cerro Gordo Hotel – William T. Entwistle and others 
 
In the mid-19th century, there was a very popular summer resort in 
New Castle, New Hampshire, called the Cerro Gordo hotel.  It was a 
large, 3-story house-like structure located on Wentworth Road 
overlooking Fort Constitution and the mouth of the Piscataqua River; 
it’s a great location.  For many years it was owned and managed by 
Thomas Haywood.  Thomas lived in the house next to the hotel and 
was one of the best known citizens of New Castle.  He retired from his 
successful hotel business after the summer season of 1897.  Sadly, he 
didn’t get to enjoy his retirement for very long.  He died of pneumonia 
on February 26, 1900; he was only 68 years old.  Prior to his passing, 
he sold the Cerro Gordo hotel to a young man from Portsmouth named 
Bill Entwistle. 
 
William Thomas “Bill” Entwistle was born in Portsmouth on June 11, 
1864, the son of Thomas and Elvira S. (Dwyer) Entwistle.  You may 
recall that his father, Tom Entwistle, was a very popular and long 
serving Portsmouth city marshal.  William had four sisters and a 
brother, Albert Henry Entwistle (1868 – 1908).  When William was 23 
years old, he bought the Cerro Gordo hotel from Thomas Haywood and 
managed it during the summer of 1898.  He had lots of hotel guests 
that summer, many of whom had traveled from Boston and 
Washington, DC, and some whom stayed for the entire summer.  On 
Monday evening July 25, 1898, William, now 24 years old, got 
married in the tower room of the Church of Christ in Portsmouth.  He 
married 18-year old Miss Bertha Wallace Barri of South Boston.  It 
was a quiet wedding with only the immediate family of the bride and 
groom present.  The following day, a notice ran in the Portsmouth 
Herald announcing that the very popular and happy young couple were 
married and were the recipients of many ‘useful and costly’ wedding 
presents from their numerous friends in Portsmouth and South Boston.  
After the wedding, they went back to work at the hotel and made plans 
to take a wedding trip through New England after the busy hotel season 
was over. 
 
During the Fall of 1898, after the hotel closed for the season, William 
Entwistle agreed to sell the hotel to Charles A. Sinclair.  Charles was a 
shrewd businessman and I suspect that he made William an offer he 
couldn’t refuse.  What William may not have known was that the U.S. 
government was looking to expand its reservation at Fort Constitution 
and was likely to pay a premium to buy up the property surrounding 
the fort.  Over the next year, a rumor spread that the federal 
government would pay above market price and might even offer more 

than the rest of the island of New Castle combined was worth.  
William sold the hotel to Charles and then focused his interests on 
his new role serving as Deputy United States Marshal as well as 
several other endeavors in service to the Portsmouth city 
government.   
 
People were looking forward to the reopening of the Cerro Gordo 
hotel for the summer of 1899 but unfortunately, Charles Sinclair 
wasn’t able to open the hotel because on April 22, 1899, he died; 
he was only 49 years old.  The hotel remained closed and actually 
never opened again.  In the summer of 1901, Charles’s estate sold 
the property to another important hotel owner – you guessed it, 
none other than the famous alemaker, Frank Jones, owner of the 
Wentworth Hotel and the Rockingham Hotel.  You may recall that 
there’s a family connection between Charles Sinclair and Frank 
Jones... Charles Sinclair married Emma Isabelle Jones, the 
daughter of Frank Jones’ older brother, Hiram.  Frank was Emma’s 
uncle.  The year after Hiram tragically died at the young age of 31 
years (when Emma was just 4 years old), Frank married Hiram’s 
widow, Martha; and so, for most of Emma’s life, Frank was her 
adopted father, and Charles was his son in-law.   
 
In July 1902, the U.S. Congress appropriated $65,000 to purchase 
land and buildings in New Castle in order to increase the size of its 
reservation at Fort Constitution.  It acquired the Gerry Cottage on 
the ocean front, several adjacent year round homes and summer 
cottages, and the big Cerro Gordo hotel.  The plan was to tear 
down all those structures and construct barracks for several 
garrisons involved in the fortification of the harbor, including men 
from Fort Constitution, Fort Stark and Fort McClary (which was 
named for Major Andrew McClary).  The Cerro Gordo hotel was 
indeed demolished and the land where it stood is now owned by 
the U.S. Coast Guard and currently serves as the entrance to the 
coast guard station. 
 
Earlier I wrote that William T. Entwistle’s wife was Bertha 
Wallace (Barri) Entwistle.  Bertha was the daughter of Floron and 
Margelia “Gelia” (Ayers) Barri.  Bertha’s mother, Gelia (1848-
1885), died when she was just 36 years old and is buried with her 
parents in the Ayers Family plot in the South Cemetery.  Bertha’s 
father, Floron Barri, was born on September 5, 1847 in 
Portsmouth, the son of Bartholomew and Clara Mardon Barri.  
Following his graduation from Portsmouth High School, Floron 
worked as a time keeper for the sea merchant, Captain George W. 
Tucker, on Union Wharf in Portsmouth.   

Continued on page 6………... 


