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February 2021 
Trestle Board 

St. John’s Lodge No. 1 
Portsmouth, NH 



The Master’s Message 
 
 
Gree ngs Brethren and a hardy Harrrump! to my fellow Past Masters! 
 
It feels great to have go en through our first stated mee ng and seeing 
the business of 2021 get underway. Although I am humbled and 
reminded daily that Freemasonry is not confined to the building that we 
meet in nor is it constricted to the brothers that are able to make the 
mee ngs. We are charged to walk upright and be good men in all our 
sta ons before God and mankind. My challenge to each one of you 
reading this, is to pick up the phone and check in on one brother that 
you know. I think some of you will find that, this pandemic has most of 
us pre y isolated and shut in, and not every brother is handling it the 
same. So please, check in on one another. 
 
I would like to thank my officers for kicking off the year with a great 
opening. We are well on our way to my goal of ritual excellence. I'll see 
you at the rehearsal. Looking forward to doing a Master Mason Degree 
with you this month. 
 
I'd especially like to thank Worshipful Haslam for all that he does as 
Secretary of your lodge. It can be a thankless job at mes, and tedious. 
The most tedious part of his job is to have to call a brother late on his 
dues, so please save him the awkward phone call and reach out.  
 
The program for January was postponed to the February stated so if you 
thought you missed an interes ng lecture given by worshipful brother 
Derosa on Precolumbian voyages to the Americas and the Sinclairs, 
there is s ll a chance. There will also be the annual report of the Audit 
commi ee. Should be a great night of Masonry. 
 

Fraternally, 
 

Worshipful Jonathan Neihart 
Worshipful Master 

 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
 
Brethren – Your $130.00 2021 dues notice was sent 
out in late October and were due by December 31. 
To date, more than half of the members have paid 
their dues and we appreciate it.  

 
 

If you haven’t paid them yet, please send the payment now. 
 

Thank you.  
Brother Thomas W. Haslam 

Secretary 



Stated Communication 
Wednesday, February 3, 2021 

(4:45—SJMA Meeting) 
(Dinner 6:00, Meeting 7:00) 

Dinner—Shepherds Pie ($10) 
Reservation link— http://evite.me/z6jKTBh6mH     .          

Officer dress—White Tie and Tails 
 

Officer Rehearsal 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021—6:00PM 

 
Special Communication 
Master Mason Degree 

Paul Christopher Dilorio, Jr, Joshua Francis Ford 
Wednesday,  February 17, 2021 
((Dinner 6:00PM, Open 7:00PM) 

Dinner—Lasagna ($10) 
Reservation link— http://evite.me/mY4qxr6jZY    

Officer dress—White tie and tails 

Thomas W. Haslam, PM 
Secretary 

stjohnstom@comcast.net 
603-498-7205 

Jonathan Neihart, PM 
Worshipful Master 

176@aubuchonhardware.com 
(603) 300-9093 

Contact  
Information: 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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St. John’s Lodge                                         Historical Sketch 
 

Fred Windle, Jr. 
 
St. John’s Lodge has enjoyed a long tradition of live music at its meetings.  
Today, Brother Dan Silverman is our Musician; he offers us great entertainment 
before and during our meetings, and provides terrific accompaniment to our ritual 
work.  In 1934, our Organist was Brother Fred Windle, Jr. 
 
Fred Windle, Jr. was born January 16, 1893 in Haverhill, Massachusetts, the third 
child of Fred and Mary Ellen (Rusby) Windle, Sr.  As an adult, he lived in 
several places in northern New England, including Windsor and Bellows Falls, 
Vermont and Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and he always maintained his roots in 
Haverhill.  In 1915, as an 18 year old young man, he married Laura Lessard; that 
marriage lasted only a short time and ended in divorce.  In 1940, he married for a 
second time to Marion Edson; that marriage was also very brief and ended in 
divorce.  Finally, in 1941, he married for a third time to Ethel Reta (Plaisted) 
Frost. 
 
He served in the U. S. Army in World War I and was stationed at Camp Devens 
in Massachusetts.  He was a gifted musician and following his service in the 
Army, focused on being a professional piano player and organist.  In 1918, he 
played the organ in several theatres in Haverhill and in Vermont, including the 
Star Theatre in St. Johnsbury, Vermont; the Grand, Strand and Empress Theatres 
in Windsor; and beginning in the 1920s, the Arcadia Theatre in downtown 
Portsmouth. 
 
He lived on Miller Avenue and later on Lincoln Avenue in Portsmouth and 
taught piano to many very fortunate students.  He used the “Vincent Lopez ‘Ultra
-Modern’ Piano Method.”  By the way, Vincent Lopez (1895-1975) was a 
famous American bandleader, pianist and Freemason who belonged to St. Cecile 
Lodge, No. 568 in New York City.  When a piano accompanist was needed for 
an event in Portsmouth or elsewhere in the seacoast, it was often Fred Windle on 
the keys.  He accompanied the dancers of the Emma Bilodeau Smith School of 
Dancing located on Congress Street in Portsmouth, especially at their dance 
recitals, and he often combined their dance recitals with recitals of his own piano 
students, holding an impressive dance and piano show at the Women’s City Club 
next to our Masonic Temple.  He played for the Women’s City Club annual 
Christmas Bazaar; at the Methodist Church in Portsmouth; for events of Damon 
Lodge, Knights of Pythias; for Ladies Night and other events of the Rotary Club 
of Portsmouth; and at live weekly broadcasts on WHEB radio.  He accompanied 
numerous seacoast singers; had his own 5-person dance band; and conducted his 
own large concert orchestra.  At the Arcadia Theatre, he would accompany 
comedy routines, “Fast Dancing” and other novelties performed on stage.  They 
called it “The Biggest Show in Town.”  Admission to the evening show cost 15 
cents and matinees were 10 cents a seat. 
 
He was active in the New England Conference of the American Federation of 
Musicians and was recording secretary of Local 376, Musicians Protection 
Union. 
 

He took his first steps in Freemasonry in St. John’s Lodge, No. 1 in Portsmouth 
on April 6, 1932 and was Raised a Master Mason two months later on June 15.  
He quickly found a seat in the lodge room behind the organ.  He was installed 
as organist on December 28, 1934 by appointment of Wor. James R. Baird.  At 
that particular installation, Wor. Harold W. Hodgdon and Rt. Wor. Chauncey 
C. Hodgdon, the District Deputy Grand Lecturer, installed the officers that 
included the Master, Wor. Jim Baird; Brother George B. Ward, the 29 year old 
Senior Warden, and Wor. William B. Randall, who was installed as Secretary 
for the 22nd consecutive year.  That night they ate chicken pies for supper in the 
auditorium. 
 
Brother, Companion and Sir Knight Fred continued his search for more light in 
Masonry and joined the York Rite bodies in Portsmouth where he became the 
organist for their meetings as well.  He particularly enjoyed the York Rite and 
enjoyed playing stirring marches for the members and officers of DeWitt 
Clinton Commandery, Knights Templar.  He played for other Masonic events 
around the seacoast as well, including being appointed organist for St. Andrews 
Lodge, No. 56 when Wor. Allen Brigham was installed Master.  He played for 
“Rye Night” at the lodge when members who resided in Rye took the officer 
positions for degree work; and on one particularly wonderful occasion, he and 
his orchestra played for the Hampton Square and Compass Club at the Exeter 
Inn in Exeter.   
 
On October 14, 1937, Brother Fred played for the annual Visitation of St. 
John’s Lodge.  He accompanied Brother C. Houghton Richardson who sang for 
the brethren.  That evening, following a delicious roast turkey dinner, a very 
fine Master Mason degree by the officers, and remarks by the District Deputy 
Grand Master, Chauncey C. Hodgdon, the brethren were treated to inspiring 
presentation by Most Worshipful J. Melvin Dresser, the grand secretary of the 
Grand Lodge of New Hampshire (1937-1954).  His presentation included his 
memories of a few years earlier when he was Grand Master and had had the 
unique privilege of participating in the laying of the cornerstone of our Masonic 
Temple.  I sure would have enjoyed joining the brethren that evening to listen 
to Brother Fred play the organ, witness Wor. George B. Ward and his officers 
confer the Master Mason degree, hear my great uncle Rt. Wor. Chauncey 
Hodgdon deliver his remarks, and hear the inspirational memories of Most 
Worshipful Mel Dresser as he recalled one of the most important ceremonies in 
the long and distinguished history of our lodge. 
 
Brother Fred Windle, Jr. was a good man in every respect, and he shared his 
gift of music with a generation of brothers and friends throughout northern New 
England.  He died on December 13, 1969 at a nursing home in his hometown of 
Haverhill; he was 76 years old.  His obituary ran the following Monday and 
stated simply that he was a theatre organist, a Masonic organist and a member 
of St. John’s Lodge, No. 1 in Portsmouth; that’s pretty special.  He was 
survived by his wife, E. Reta Windle, and was buried at Walnut Cemetery in 
Haverhill.                   
 

Alan M. Robinson, PM 
     Historian 


