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November 2022 
Trestle Board 

St. John’s Lodge No. 1 
Portsmouth, NH 



Thomas W. Haslam, PM 
Secretary 

stjohnstom@comcast.net 
603-498-7205 

Daniel Stolworthy 
Worshipful Master 

Dan_stolworthy@yahoo.com 
(603) 312-9601 

Contact  
Information: 

This year, we nominated Right Worshipful Ronnie Metcalf to be awarded 
the Major General John Sullivan Distinguished Service Medal in Silver.  
Unfortunately, due to health issues, Ronnie was not able to make it to our 
Veteran’s Program to receive his medal.  Most Worshipful David Collins 
made a special trip to Kittery to award the medal to Ronnie at his home. 
 
For those of you who don’t know, the Major General John Sullivan medal 
is awarded to brothers for outstanding service to Masonry.  The medal is 
awarded in three different levels, Bronze, Silver and Gold.  The first time a 
Brother receives the medal, he receives the bronze, the second time he 
receives the silver, etc.  Each subsequent nomination must be at least ten 
years after the preceding nomination. 
 
This is the second time that Ronnie has received the award, therefore, the 
Sullivan medal in Silver. 
 
Ronnie was awarded the medal for his service to the Lodge.  Ronnie has 
served as the Electrician for St. John’s Lodge for as long as anybody can 
remember (even Ronnie).  He has been the organizer and leader for our 
Lodge of Sorrows for over 20 years and the organizer and leader for St. 
John’s Sunday services for more than 20 years.  He is a mentor for the new 
brothers, particularly new officers and is a great ambassador of the 
fraternity and for St. John’s Lodge when visitors attend—particularly the 
women of Lydia’s House of Hope—who love Ronnie and affectionately 
call him “the light bulb guy.” 

R.W. Ronald Metcalf 

The women from Lydia’s House of Hope made a visit to St. John’s Lodge for 
our Stated Communication in October.  We presented a check for $1,000 to help 
defray the cost of transportation for the girls to attend appointments and other 
meetings. 

The youngest resident of Lydia’s House of Hope, Joel, spent some time in the 
East with Worshipful Daniel Stolworthy and our Chaplain, Worshipful Greg 

Lydia’s House of Hope 



This photograph, from 1914, shows 
members of the Roof of the World 
Lodge No. 1904 at the summit of Mt. 
Meiggs in Peru. 
 
The Grand Lodge of Scotland chartered 
the Lodge in Cerro de Pasco, Peru in 
1911.  Considered the highest Lodge in 

the world, the group regularly met at an altitude of 14,208 feet above sea 
level.  American executives and engineers employed by various mines and 
construction camps in Peru made up much of the membership.   
 
In 1914, the Lodge requested special dispensation from the Grand Lodge 
of Scotland permitting them to hold a regular meeting at the summit at an 
altitude of 17,575 feet.  The dispensation was granted and on August 29, 
1914, 26 Master Mason held the highest Masonic meeting of any kind in 
the history of Freemasonry.  This photo commemorates that Lodge 
meeting. 

……...Continued from page 5 
 
 

Samuel Adams was a good man, a good husband and father, and 
a brave and distinguished American patriot who, alongside his 
father, helped establish our great country and win the freedoms 
that we enjoy today.  He had all the qualities of a Freemason and 
like his father, was a member of St. John’s Lodge, No. 1 of 
Portsmouth where he was welcomed as a Master Mason on May 
1, 1792.  He was active in the lodge and also in the newly 
established Grand Lodge of New Hampshire where he served as 
Rite Worshipful Grand Marshall and Rite Worshipful Grand 
Treasurer (1797-1800). 
 
Not surprisingly, Samuel’s first son, William Parker Adams, was 
also a Freemason and was Raised in St. John’s Lodge, No. 1 on 
March 4, 1812; and so was Dr. William Parker, Elizabeth Parker 
Adams’ brother.  He was a Revolutionary War hero, acclaimed 
surgeon and member of St. John’s Lodge, No. 1 of Portsmouth.  
More on him another time. 
 
 

Alan M. Robinson, PM 
     Historian 

 
Stated Communication 

Wednesday, November 2, 2022 
(4:45—SJMA Meeting) 

(Dinner 6:00, Meeting 7:00) 
Dinner—Turkey and fixens 

Officer dress—White Tie and Tails 
Collation to follow 

 
 

Special Communication 
Entered Apprentice Degree 

Wednesday  November 16, 2022 
(Dinner 6:00PM, Open 7:00PM) 

Dinner—Filipino Spaghetti 
Officer dress—White tie and tails 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

November 2022 



St. John’s Lodge                                         Historical Sketch 
 

Samuel Adams 
 
Yellow Fever is a nasty flu-like virus that is spread by the bite of 
an infected mosquito.  It was first observed in the 16th century in 
Africa.  With the advent of transoceanic ships, the disease made 
its way to the warm areas of the western hemisphere during 
colonial times.  Although the disease is typically found in tropical 
climates, the northern parts of the colonies were not exempt. The 
first significant outbreak of the disease in North America occurred 
in New York City in 1668.  The disease traveled through the 
Mississippi River valley and during the Yellow Fever Epidemic of 
1793, hundreds of thousands of people in Philadelphia, Baltimore 
and New York City were infected.  Yellow Fever's prevalence 
during this era killed over 10,000 people starting in 1793 when 
nearly 5,000 people died, striking again in 1797 tallying about 
1,500 people, and again the next year in 1798 killing 3,645 
people. 
 
Yellow Fever continued to spread around the world and in 1881, 
researchers concluded that infected mosquitos seem to be 
spreading the disease.  During the Spanish-American War, losses 
from yellow fever were so high that the US Army, under the 
leadership of Dr. Walter Reed began researching the disease.  
They proved that it was indeed mosquitos spreading the deadly 
virus.  They developed techniques to control mosquitos and the 
number of infections were quickly brought under control.  In 
1927, scientists isolated the Yellow Fever virus in West Africa 
and soon after, a vaccine was developed.  Thankfully, the disease 
is mostly eradicated in the western hemisphere but it still exists in 
other places around the world, particularly in Africa, so the world 
needs to remain vigilant in order to prevent its spread. 
 
During past Yellow Fever Epidemics, tens of thousands of people 
died; one of them was a young man named Samuel Adams. 
 
Samuel Adams was born on June 17, 1761 in Durham, New 
Hampshire, the son of Colonel Winborn and Sarah (Bartlett) 
Adams.  As you may recall that Samuel’s father, Lt. Col Winborn 
Adams was killed in action during the Battle of Bemis Heights on 
September 19, 1777 when Samuel was 16 years old (September 

2022 Tresleboard).  Even though Samuel was just a young man, 
he was already serving his country.  He received a commission 
as an ensign in the 2nd New Hampshire Regiment, Continental 
Line, on November 8, 1776 at the young age of 15 years.  He 
was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant in the 2nd New Hampshire on 
October 9, 1777.  During the Continental Army’s encampment 
at Valley Forge, he was listed as a 2nd Lieutenant in Captain 
Frederick Bell’s Company of the 2nd New Hampshire under 
Colonel Nathan Hale.  In the Report of the Adjutant General of 
New Hampshire for 1781, he was listed as a Lieutenant in the 
2nd New Hampshire under Colonel George Reid.  On January 
1, 1783 when the New Hampshire Line was consolidated into a 
single regiment, he transferred to the 1st New Hampshire 
Regiment and served there until the end of the war. 
 
Following the Revolutionary War, Samuel became one of the 
original 30 members of the Society of the Cincinnati in the 
State of New Hampshire on November 18, 1783.  The Society 
is the oldest American, patriotic, benevolent, social, and non-
political Order, with military overtones.  It was organized on 
the May 13, 1783, by the officers of the Continental Army and 
continues to be an active and highly regarded organization to 
this day. 
 
Samuel married Elizabeth Parker on June 10, 1784 in 
Kensington, New Hampshire, and they had their first of 10 
children, William Parker Adams, on October 10, 1784. They 
named their first son after Elizabeth’s father, the Honorable 
William Parker, an acclaimed Portsmouth attorney and judge.  
During the summer of 1802, shortly before the birth of his tenth 
child, Samuel was bitten by an infected mosquito and 
contracted Yellow Fever.  For a couple weeks he suffered from 
fevers and chills, jaundiced skin and stomach pains, and was 
likely treated with bloodletting in hopes that the disease would 
be drained from his body.  He succumb to the disease (or more 
likely the treatment) on August 2, 1802 in Portsmouth; he was 
only 41 years old.  It’s not clear where his remains are buried, 
but his wife, Elizabeth, who lived until March 23, 1845 when 
she died at the age of 82 years, is buried in Exeter, New 
Hampshire at the Winter Street Burial Ground.  
 

Continued on page 6…………….. 


